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Promoter Info

Fee

Size of company
Duration of performance
Suitability

Minimum performances
Auditorium/stage layout
Dressing room

Get in time/venue access
Technical

Wraparound activity

Trailer

Archive recording

Social Media

To be negotiated

2, 1 performer, 1 technician

60 mins

8+

1

End on

Yes

minimum 4 hours required before a performance

minimum 5m x 5m.

Black drapes at back of stage and 2 sets of legs.

Set consists of: stone on a stand, 3 hazel sticks, small stool, violin, viola and stands;
freestanding screen for projection DSR and hung screen US.
Sound

Use of sound desk required

Use of House PA required

1 x XLR Input for Wireless Vocal Head Mic (performers own).
1 x XLR Input for Contact Mic (performers own)

1 x 3.5mm Jack for Mac Laptop

1 x On-Stage Monitor Speaker

Projection

Projector-1 is positioned On-Stage (DSC) and projects onto the Canvas Screen that's
hung upstage.

Projector-2 should be hung FOH and projects onto the Black Cloth Screen positioned
Down Stage Right.

Both Projectors & both Screens will be toured by the Company.

LX
There is a full LX design and plan suitable and adaptable for touring venues.

Singing, fiddle and dance workshops available

Mairi Campbell: Living Stone | TRAILER (youtube.com)

https://youtu.be/EqjHHEdXYMk

Videos: Mairi Campbell: Living Stone | TRAILER (youtube.com)
Website: mairicampbell.scot

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/mairi-campbell
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MairiCampbellOfficial
Twitter: twitter.com/mairimusic

www.mairicampbell.scot
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Synopsis

Mairi Campbell: Living Stone is the award-winning final part in the trilogy of solo shows co-created by Mairi,
director/devisor Kath Burlinson and musical collaborator Dave Gray. Following Pulse and Auld Lang Syne (Made in
Scotland showcases 2016 and 2018) Living Stone completes the trilogy. 'Incredible storyteller... voice is like no other'
(EdinburghGuide.com). ‘An exquisite 60-minute show full of wisdom, peace and contemplation.’ (Joyce McMillan,
Scotsman).

The journey begins with the discovery of an ancient quern stone on the site of Mairi's great-grandmother’s croft at
Ballymakillichan, Lismore. Mairi shares her explorations of the stone’s stories and mysteries, the images she finds
within it and some of the 100 drawings she made of it.

Living Stone is a rich mix of live and recorded music, song, storytelling, audience participation and projected visual
images on two different on-stage surfaces, featuring images of the stone created by Roddy Simpson, from footage shot
by Julia Fayngruen, and Mairi's related artwork. During the performance, Mairi builds a pendulum from three hazel
sticks and a piano string, from which hangs the 25kilo stone, swinging gently to create the pulse that Mairi searched
for in the first show in the trilogy.

Mairi engages with the history of the stone itself — from its geology to its use for milling, and includes a fictional
account of a woman named Peigi who, in the 1700s, was a victim of the change in the law, when home-milling became
illegal and landlords sent men to break the crofter’s millstones. The old ways of working are evoked by the singing of
Gaelic waulking songs — the grief of Peigi is expressed through Mairi’s own wails of ancestral agony.

The show's soundtrack is based on notes created when Mairi plays the piano string with her viola bow, creating an
eerie resonance that Mairi and Dave Gray used as a springboard for the densely layered backing tracks over which
Mairi's live voice and viola soar.

Mairi shares her own dark time, when lockdown and overwhelm isolated her and she lost her way, until a sequence of
events involving the Living Stone bring her back into exhilarating community engagement on Lismore, including
teaching fiddle to the children at the Primary School, and forming the Lismore Dance band with local residents. In
sharing these experiences, audiences are gently invited to sing along and to harmonise, held by Mairi's decades-long
experience as a facilitator.

Mairi Campbell: Living Stone is suitable for audiences who enjoy: true stories, music, storytelling, visual arts, ecology,
mysticism, community engagement and history — especially of Scotland and its land. Itis a show the dives deeply and
shares generously — finding humour in dark places and joy in community and connection. It does not shy away from
troubled personal and collective history, but ultimately invites us to listen more attentively to the land and to each other
as we navigate these challenging times.

Reviews

August 2024

% % % % % Dark Chat, Thurani Arulia

“a truly magical, mystical, melodic combination of words, music, art”
Mairi Campbell: Living Stone | DarkChat

www.mairicampbell.scot
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% % % % The Scotsman, Joyce Macmillan, 12 August 2024

“magnificent Scottish singer and theatre-maker”

“an exquisite 60-minute show - full of peace and contemplation, but also of powerful history, and 21st century
observation and mirth - that is illustrated throughout by Campbell’s beautiful songs..."”

Edinburgh Fringe theatre reviews: Weather Girl | Mairi Campbell - Living Stone | An American Love Letter to Edinburgh
| Life | The Cancer Comedy Cabaret (scotsman.com)

% % % % Three Weeks, Alan Cranston, 19 August 2024
“...the show creates in the space the very calm that it seeks to understand.”
Mairi Campbell: Living Stone (Mairi Campbell) | ThreeWeeks Edinburgh

Creative Team

Mairi Campbell Performer, Composer and original artwork
Kath Burlinson Co-creator and Director

Dave Gray Composer and Music Producer

Roddy Simpson AV and Lighting Design

David Francis Dramaturgical support

Tim Vincent-Smith Pendulum designer

Kate Taylor Producer

Marianne Halavage Communications

Julia Fayngruen Photographer/Videographer
www.wylliecat.co.uk Graphic Design

Mairi Campbell is a pioneering Scottish musician and visual artist whose work is rooted in and draws from her
personal stories and cultural concerns. She is the recipient of six national music awards, including the Inspiration
Award in 2018. In 2019 she was inducted into the Scottish Traditional Music Hall of Fame. She is also a community arts
activist with over 30 years’ experience across Scotland and beyond. With a team of collaborators, Mairi blends her
expressive art forms into public shows for the stage.

Mairi was born and bred in Edinburgh and is one of four sisters. Since 2021 she has been living six months a year on
Lismore where she has family roots. Lismore is the birthplace of Living Stone, the final chapter of her Pendulum trilogy
of solo music theatre productions. The others are Pulse (2016) and Auld Lang Syne (2018).

In 2008 Mairi's version of Auld Lang Syne was placed in the blockbuster movie 'Sex and the City'.

Kath Burlinson specialises in devised/ensemble work. Directing/devising credits include: When Mountains Meet
(Celtic Connections, Scottish Tour); Mairi Campbell: Pulse, Auld Lang Syne and Living Stone (Celtic Connections, Vault
Festival, Made in Scotland showcases, Fringe First award), Odin’s Eye and the Art of Seeing (SISF), The Old House
(High Tide, Camden Fringe), Stolen Voices, developed at National Theatre Studio, London (Téte a Téte, Arcola,
Grimeborn), Unbroken Line (Ovalhouse), Hallaig (Robhanis Theatre). Authentic Artist Collective Productions: Wolf (text
lain Finlay Macleod, Escalator East to Edinburgh), Tender Age (Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds), solo shows InVisible
Lines (Assembly Roxy and Audacious Women Festival) and the award-winning The Mother's Bones.
www.authenticartist.co.uk
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Dave Gray has been operating the Sound Café Studio for 20 years, working with artists in the fields of jazz, folk, rock
and experimental music across the spectrum of drama, radio and television. He has collaborated with Beta Band's,
Robin Jones, and Lemon Jelly’'s, Fred Deakin, on the critically acclaimed Roman Nose and Flashman album projects
and on screenplay writer Tim Barrow's road movie. He has been working with Mairi Campbell since 2012 and their
writing/production partnership has resulted in the music for Pulse, Auld Lang Syne and Living Stone.

Roddy Simpson focuses on moving image, photography, lighting design, sound design and video projection. He has
worked as a video, lighting and sound designer for Music Co-OPERAtive Scotland (McOpera), the Lammermuir Festival,
Kath Burlinson, Skye Loneragan, Michael Daviot, Annie George, Kate Maravan and Mairi Campbell. He has made films
for singer/songwriter Hamish Hawk, the National Library of Scotland and conFab.

Kate Taylor is an Edinburgh-based independent producer of music-led theatre projects. She is producing A Giant on
the Bridge (Made in Scotland Showcase 2024). She is Co-producer of A Mother’s Song, a new folk musical by Finn
Anderson and Tania Azevedo (The Stage Top 50 shows, 2023) and When Mountains Meet - a musical adventure from
Scotland to Pakistan (Celtic Connections and Scottish Tour). She produces for Mairi Campbell and works with
Edinburgh Performing Arts Project. Previously she has worked with British Youth Music Theatre, English Chamber
Orchestra, Symphony Hall Birmingham, City of London Festival and Royal Scottish National Orchestra.
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