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Creative Team

A word from Mairi:
Thank you for coming to this performance. 

This show represents the culmination of a few  
journeys for me, both within and the physical. 

I would like to thank: Kath Burlinson, Paul Oertel, Nancy Spanier, 
Audicia Lynne Morley, Margaret Bennett, Peter Renshaw,  
Cesar Valera Baeza, Derek Barnes, Susan Hay, Lesley Piper, 
Jools Walls, students over the years, and my family.

If you enjoy the show, please tweet, talk, share  
and spread the word!
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The Story of Pulse
Pulse began to take shape 
around 2009 through working 
with Dave Gray, Kath Burlinson 
and others. I was seeking a new 
performance form that could 
integrate my several modes of 
expression, tell a good story and 
give me a good creative workout. 
All the characters and action are 
real…ish. 

The animations came from some 
drawings I made on Lismore.

The pendulum is stone, iron and 
hazel from my Great Grandmother’s 
croft at Ballamachilichan on 
Lismore.

Mairi Campbell: Pulse was 
premiered at the Tron, Glasgow on 
22nd January 2015 at the Celtic 
Connections festival.  

How to support Mairi
If you have enjoyed the show 
and would like to support my new 
projects please visit the link below.  
At the moment I am working in the 
studio on new songs and music for a 
second theatre show that I am really 
excited about. Your help to make 
it happen will be very gratefully 
received, thanks and love. 

www.mairicampbell.scot/donate/

Follow Mairi 
 Facebook: 
 MairiCampbellOfficial

 Twitter: 
 mairimusic

 Youtube:  
 MairiCampbell

 Soundcloud:  
 greengold-music-catalogue
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Mairi Campbell
After studying classical viola at the 
Guildhall School of Music, Mairi has 
become an established member of 
Scotland’s traditional music scene and is 
pushing the boundaries with her soundings 
and use of free improvisation. As an 
interpreter of Scots song with David 
Francis, Mairi has also contributed a 
significant number of songs to its 
current canon.

Mairi is a regular collaborator, playing 
with the Occasionals, a Scottish dance 
band, Mr. McFalls Chamber, Concerto 
Caledonia and most recently with Mike 
Vass. Since 2007 she has led music 
retreats on the island of Lismore.

In 2008 Mairi and Dave Francis’s version 
of Auld Lang Syne was used in the 
blockbuster movie Sex and the City.

Awards include Instrumentalist of the 
Year 2016, Scots Singer of The Year and 
Tutor of The Year by the  Trad awards. 
She has also received the Live Ireland 
Music Award for Best Female Musician  
of the Year and for Best Composition  
of the Year.

Biographies
Music Recordings:
The Winnowing – The Cast (1994) 

Colours of Lichen – The Cast (1997)

Greengold –  The Cast (2007)

Mairi Campbell solo (2011)

Revival and The Red Earth  –  
songs from the shows (2012)

Pulse (2015)

You can buy Mairi’s music from  
www.mairicampbell.scot

Stage productions:
Wolves - Barrowland Ballet (2017)  

Mairi Campbell: Pulse (2016)

Revival  (2014)

Red Earth (2012)

Composer / Musical Director:
Harvest Fire -  
Youth Music Theatre UK (2014) 

Nikki and the Gang -  
Youth Music Theatre UK (2012) 

Tales from the World’s End -  
Youth Music Theatre UK (2011)
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Kath Burlinson is a theatre maker 
specialising in devised/ensemble work. 
In 2009 Kath founded the Authentic 
Artist Collective, whose productions 
include Wolf (text by Iain Finlay Macleod, 
Escalator East to Edinburgh). Other 
directing credits include Stolen Voices, 
developed at the National Theatre 
Studio London (Tête à Tête festival, 
Arcola and Grimeborn), Unbroken Line 
(Ovalhouse), Emily: the making of a 
militant suffragette (Cambridge 
Devised Theatre/Production Exchange 
UK tour). Kath was director/dramaturg 
on Mairi Campbell’s earlier shows with 
David Francis, The Red Earth and 
Revival! The same team created Tales 
from the World’s End for AIYF/YMT, 
based on stories by Duncan Williamson. 

www.authenticartist.co.uk

Dave Gray, musician and producer, 
owns the Sound Café Studio. For the last 
20 years he has worked with jazz, folk, 
rock and experimental musicians across 
the spectrum of drama, radio and 
television. Collaborations with the Beta 
Band’s Robin Jones and Lemon Jelly’s 
Fred Deakin have seen the development 
of Dave’s composition and production 
skills on the critically acclaimed Roman 
Nose and Flashman album projects; he 
is currently collaborating on screenplay 
writer Tim Barrow’s latest road movie.

He and Mairi started working together 
in 2011 and continue to meet regularly  
to create tracks.

www.soundcafe.com

Claire Lamond is a stop motion 
animator based in a dark cupboard 
in Edinburgh. She is drawn to small, 
personal stories that reflect a wider 
political society and often weaves 
tales together with thread and textiles. 
Her films have screened at festivals 
around the world and have received 
three consecutive BAFTA Scotland 
nominations in animation. She regularly 
collaborates with museums, musicians 
and other artists, has illustrated album 
covers and, through being a youth-
worker in pre-animation life, she has run 
animation workshops in local schools 
and prisons to as far away as the north 
slope of Alaska. 

www.clairelamond.com

Tim Vincent-Smith works where 
sound meets shape. For Pulse he 
travelled to Lismore to glean materials 
from which to draw inspiration and 
thereafter to make the finished kinetic 
sculpture for this piece. Cut hazel laths 
in the woods. Lift the rusted iron and 
chipped mill stone from the ground 
where the house once stood. Rope from 
the shore. Gravity. 

www.nook.org.uk
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What is Step Dance?
Step dance is a form of percussive 
dance, with origins in Scotland, which 
has maintained a strong tradition 
in Cape Breton where Scottish emigrant 
communities settled. 

Whether as part of social dance or solo 
performance, step dance is about 
retaining the close links between music 
and rhythm. The last two decades have 
seen step dance reinstated within the 
folk music scene in Scotland through 
workshops and fèisean including 
summer schools at Ceòlas and Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig.

If you’d like to give it a go, you can drop 
in to these workshops and learn more:

ABERDEEN 
For information about step dancing in 
Aberdeen visit: 

www.scottishculture.org/index.php/
news/fabulous-scottish-step-dance-
tasters-and-courses/

HIGHLANDS  & ISLANDS

Sophie Stephenson runs step dancing 
workshops throughout the area. 
www.sophabulous.co.uk

Ceum air Cheum on Lewis
www.facebook.com/ceumaircheum 

The Ceòlas Gaelic, music and dance 
summer courses on South Uist are from 
2 -7 July this year.
www.ceolas.co.uk

There is a wide selection of Easter 
and Summer courses at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, the National Centre for Gaelic 
Language and Culture. 

www.smo.uhi.ac.uk/en/colaiste/welcome/

EDINBURGH 
New Scotland Country Dance Society 
has beginner and intermediate step 
dance classes on Monday nights as well 
as opportunities to perform at events 
and festivals. For details of class times 
and locations in central Edinburgh, 
check their website. 
www.newscotland.org.uk
(New Scotland is an Edinburgh University student 
society but you do not need to be a student or 
associated with the University to attend classes)

GLASGOW

Kelvingrove Dancers is a Glasgow 
based scottish step dance group, 
practicing every Thursday at the SDTA 
studio. Contact Kae Sakurai.
www.kelvingrovedancers.co.uk

FIFE

Inverkeithing Step Dancers
email: lumsdensrant@gmail.com
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People’s Parish 
We’re witnessing the start of something 
really interesting with the People’s Parish, 
which David Francis and the team at 
TRACS have been working on.

Here’s a bit more from Dave about it: 

The People’s Parish aims to enable people 
to shape and share the story of their own 
community, to find meaning in it by 
combining local stories, traditions and 
cultural memory with local creative voices.

The inspiration for the initiative came 
from the Statistical Account of Scotland, 
which began over two hundred years ago 
at the close of the eighteenth century, 
when Ministers of every parish in 
Scotland were asked to write a detailed 
account of the state of their parish.

In the modern version we feel the story 
should be told not by a few professionals 
or central institutions, but by the 
people who live and work in each of 
Scotland’s 871 ancient civil parishes.

The aim of the People’s Parish is, 
in short, to produce 871 pieces of 
community-generated artwork in any 
medium and any genre.

The result will not only be a local 
resource, but also a multi-faceted and 
evolving mosaic of humanity and nature 
in Scotland as a whole, in the first third 
of the new century.

if you have an interest in community 
and local culture you might consider 
participating in the initiative.  
To find out more, visit: 
www.tracscotland.org/peoples-parish

 - What happened next

After I left Mexico, Cesar decided to leave the priesthood and a few years later he 
married. Tragically his wife died soon after and Cesar never remarried. He still lives 
in Merida. We recently reconnected on Facebook.

The man with the long hair and kind eyes is called David Francis. He works at TRACS 
at the Scottish Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh. He is a wizard at bringing people 
and ideas together and is the thinking behind People’s Parish. We married in 1994.  

Margaret Bennett lives in Perthshire. She’s one of Scotland’s leading folklorists and 
has written many books on our culture.   

Minnie MacMaster lives in Troy, Cape Breton. Her daughter Natalie Macmaster  
is a fiddle sensation in Canada today.

Peter Renshaw still lives in London where his innovative courses at the Guildhall 
set a precedent for classical musicians to engage away from the concert hall and 
nurture a programme for music in the community. He has written extensively on 
music education and mentoring programmes for professional musicians.
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Taproot is a music and word festival on the Isle of Lismore, 
featuring Mairi Campbell, Liz Lochhead, Cera Impala,  
James Kelman. Local and international writers and musicians.

For more information or to book tickets contact:  
info@lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org

www.mairicampbell.scot

www.lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org

Come to the inaugural Taproot Festival!

SEPTEMBER 14th - 17th 2017

Programme created with support from: Tour supported by:
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